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About AQUARIUS

AQUARIUS will provide access

to a comprehensive and diverse suite
of integrated research infrastructures
to address challenges & explore
opportunities for the sustainability of

our marine & freshwater ecosystems.

4 years starting March 2024
m , 45 Partners (18 nations)
| « €14.5 Million
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ABOUT AQUARIUS

AQUARIUS

AQUARIUS Aim

To provide free & supported access to a comprehensive & diverse suite of 57
integrated research infrastructures to address challenges & explore opportunities for
the long-term sustainability of our marine & freshwater ecosystems.

©HCMR ©SLU ©CNR ©Wieter Boone ©VITO
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AQUARIUS objectives

Provide single-point access to a curated catalogue of 57 diverse marine
& freshwater research infrastructure services.

Design, develop, & manage 2 Transnational Access Funding Calls, providing
free & supported access for selected projects to the research infrastructure.

Deliver scientific & technical training to apply for & use the research
infrastructures

Ensure advanced data management to make data FAIR (Findable, Accessible,
Interoperable, & Reproducible), according to open, global standards.

Maximise impact ensuring that AQUARIUS & the projects it supports deliver
to the goals of the Mission ‘Restore our Ocean & Waters by 2030.

AQUARIUS




ABOUT AQUARIUS OBJECTIVES AQUARIUS SCOPE

Thematic & Geographical Scope

Thematic scope is informed Geographic scope corresponds to
by the Mission’s objectives the Mission Lighthouse regions

Research infrastructure (RI) o 2 To m a. ke th e
O roscwcvess o sustainable blue

River Burrishoole
§ To protect & restore ﬁgo':r?arré Cc?rzb(jlgr
marine & freshwater u u
ecosystems & biodiversity

d "‘/ Y f A o River and Basin Supersites u. Basins
| Be

Aircrafts
Drones
Satellite Services

RESTORE OUR OCEAN & WATERS

Concrete solutions for our greatest challenges

To prevent & eliminate
pollution of our ocean,
seas & waters

Mission Lighthouses: spaces of transformation to pilot, demonstrate,
develop & deploy the Mission activities across the EU.

AQUARIUS
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WP1

Coordination & Project
Management
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WP4
Research Infrastructure Access
Facilitation & Management &
Governance
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AQUARIUS SCOPE

Work packages & lead institutes
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Transnational Research Infrastructure Call Design, Management,
Access Evaluation & Access Platform
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WP5 WP6 WP7
Research Infrastructure Data Management & Open Impact: Dissemination,
Technical Training Science Practices Exploitation & Communication
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AQUARIUS

Approach

AQUARIUS will provide single-point access to
a curated catalogue of 57 research infrastructure =
services

ABOUTAQUARIUS ~ RESEARCH INFRASTRUCTURES ~ TRAININGHUB  IMPACT

-suascmss in =

Categorised by type & location (Mission Lighthouse) CATALOGUE
Modalities of access

Technical specifications of infrastructure
User requirements, training

By providing access to this range & diversity of research
infrastructures AQUARIUS enables a more holistic
approach to research & innovation that contributes to
healthy and sustainable marine and freshwater
ecosystems.



https://aquarius-ri.eu/ri-catalogue/

Atlantic/Arctic

Baltic and North Sea

Lighthouse Regions

Mediterranean Sea

Black Sea

Type Infrastructure Provider

1) Research Vessels Sarmiento De Gamboa CSIC (ES)

1) Research Vessels RV Sanna GINR (GL)

1) Research Vessels Thalassa IFREMER (FR)

1) Research Vessels Arni Friedrikson/ RV Bjarni MFRI (IS)

1) Research Vessels Celtic Explorer MI (IE)
.Z) Mobile Marine Observation Platforms HROV IFREMER (FR)
.Z) Mobile Marine Observation Platforms SmartBay Glider MI (IE)
.2) Mobile Marine Observation Platforms UL_IROV UL (IE)
.2) Mobile Marine Observation Platforms UL_MRE-ROV UL (IE)

3) Fixed Marine Facilities IMDBON MI (IE)

3) Fixed Marine Facilities SmartBay Observatory MI (IE)

3) Fixed Marine Facilities SmartBay Data Buoy MI (IE)

3) Fixed Marine Facilities Lehanagh Pool MI (IE)

3) Fixed Marine Facilities Plocan Test Site PLOCAN (ES)

4) Experimental Research Facility EMBRC-FR Research Facilities EMBRC (FR)

4) Experimental Research Facility EMBRC-PT Research Facilities EMBRC (FR)

4) Experimental Research Facility EMBRC-PT Research Facilities EMBRC (FR)

4) Experimental Research Facility RAS MI (IE)
.5) River & Basin Supersites Newport Catchment MI (IE)

UL Drone UL (IE)

.7) Drones

| Type Infrastructure |Provider Type Infrastructure Provider
1) Research Vessels Jakup Sverri  FMRI (DE) 1) Research Vessels Gaia Blu CNR(IT)
1) Research Vessels G.O. Sars IMR (NO) 1) Research Vessels RV Aegaeo HCMR (GR)
1) Research Vessels Wim Wolff NIOZ (NL) 1) Research Vessels L'Europe IFREMER (FR)
1) Research Vessels RV Belgica RBINS (BE) 1) Research Vessels RV Socib SOCIB (ES)
1) Research Vessels RV Svea SLU (SE) 1) Research Vessels TubitakMarmara  Tubitak Marmara (TR)
1) Research Vessels RV Aranda SYKE (F1) .2) Mobile Marine Observation Platforms MaxRover HCMR (GR)
1) Research Vessels Simon Stevin VLIZ (BE) .2) Mobile Marine Observation Platforms Socib Gliders SOCIB (ES)
-2) Mobile Marine Observation Platforms  Baltic Gliders FMI (Fl) 3) Fixed Marine Facilities CotM CNR(IT)
-2) Mobile Marine Observation Platforms ~ NorSOOP NIVA (NO) 3) Fixed Marine Facilities sico CNR(IT)
-2) Mobile Marine Observation Platforms  Algaline SYKE (F1) 3) Fixed Marine Facilities W1M3A CNR(IT)
-2) Mobile Marine Observation Platforms AUV Barabas VLIZ (BE) 3) Fixed Marine Facilities Poseidon Obs HCMR (GR)
-2) Mobile Marine Observation Platforms Glider Yoko  VLIZ (BE) 3) Fixed Marine Facilities wis INGV (IT)
-2) Mobile Marine Observation Platforms ~ USV Adhemar VLIZ (BE) 3) Fixed Marine Facilities E2M3A 0GS (IT)
4) Experimental Research Facility uté FMI (F1) 4) Experimental Research Facility 1SC-Lab CNR(IT)
4) Experimental Research Facility MESO&CAL  SYKE (FI) .5) River & Basin Supersites iCIEM Ebro Delta UPC (ES)
-5) River & Basin Supersites Elbe Supersite HEREON (DE) 6) Aircrafts ARS 0Gs(IT)
6) Aircrafts FLIS (cé;)chek’be
6) Aircrafts CWiIS-lI Vito (BE)
-7) Drones MAPEO Vito (BE)
8) Satellite Services Terrascope  Vito (BE)

Type Infrastructure Provider
1) Research Vessels Danubius-RI (RV Istros) GeoEcomar (RO)
1) Research Vessels Mare Nigrum GeoEcoMar (RO)
.5) River & Basin Supersites  Danubius-RI (Geochemistry) GeoEcomar (RO)
. 5) River & Basin Supersites  Danubius-RI (Microplastics) GeoEcomar (RO)
.S) River & Basin Supersites Danubius-RI (Mineralogy) GeoEcomar (RO)
. 5) River & Basin Supersites  Danubius-RI (Water Chemistry) GeoEcomar (RO)
.S) River & Basin Supersites ~ EMSO-EUXINUS GeoEcomar (RO)

AQUARIUS




ABOUT AQUARIUS OBJECTIVES AQUARIUS SCOPE APPROACH

AQUARIUS

Approach

Evaluation Process - Transnational Access Calls

* AQUARIUS will launch two transnational
access funding calls for research » Rejection <
and innovation project proposals via cMo OEP SCIENTIFIC EVALUATION OEP
a dedicated and user-friendly platform.

Proposal P Logistic > Reviewer > Individual P Consensus B Ranking B Logistic

feasability selection evaluation evaluation

Proposals must demonstrate how they will
integrate multiple infrastructures and

R R 5 R Eligibility check Allocation of Anonymous Consensus SEP ranked list Final
co ntrl b u te to th S d eﬂ n ed M ISSION Ocea n Allocation of proposals to evaluation evaluation & funding ranking list
Ch a I | en g es. Broposils t external experts report meeting recommendation  g.(action of

SEP members Projects
c q v
Calls are open to scientists from research and N eainaion
CMO: Call Management Office OEP: Operational Expert Panel SEP: Scientific Expert Panel g

academia, from industry, and from citizen
science groups, according to the defined
eligibility criteria.

Call 1 - Open: 11 November 2024 - 20 January 2025
Call 2 - Open: 02 September 2025 - 28 October 2025

aguarius-ri.eu/acc

11



https://aquarius-ri.eu/access/

ABOUT AQUARIUS OBJECTIVES AQUARIUS SCOPE APPROACH

Provide scientific & technical training for call applicants,
selected projects & next-generation marine scientists.

AQUARIUS
Technical Training

©VLIZ

©Ifremer

= “4/

Use of AQUARIUS calls access platform

Technical & scientific support to use the research infrastructures
Data management & stewardship

Virtual access & analytics

Floating University & Marine Internships
for early career marine scientists

©Marine Institute

©0GS

aquarius-ri.eu b



https://aquarius-ri.eu/training-hub/

ABOUT AQUARIUS OBJECTIVES AQUARIUS SCOPE APPROACH IMPACT

AQUARIUS

Open Science, Open Data

AQUARIUS will implement best practices in open science & open data making all data FAIR
« Mandatory open data strategy for selected projects
« Scientific teams will be invited to make use of the Blue-Cloud Virtual Research Environment
« All metadata & data will become part of the leading European & global data infrastructures
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https://aquarius-ri.eu/impact/

ABOUT AQUARIUS OBJECTIVES AQUARIUS SCOPE APPROACH IMPACT

AQUARIUS
Maximising Impact

Providing transnational access to research infrastructure services

* Promote outreach and engagement of transnational calls

Ensure wide communication & dissemination of AQUARIUS activities & results to target audiences

Develop & activate pathways for uptake & exploitation of results

Maximise the societal value and return on investment of AQUARIUS

Create AQUARIUS legacy via strategic foresight and road-map to bridge the science-policy gap

o » . » -
YV o P \ S "
—— — Py European
3 D — /, 1 Missions
S AQUARIUS = ‘ .
‘.‘ ". j: EXPLOITATION = f ) IMPACT %F‘ :; Restore e by 2030
DISSEMINATION s oo
activities & results . .‘.“.“‘
22 Wee 222!
- 222!
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AQUARIUS

Stakeholder communities & key messages

Ea -3

°,
& < “learn from practices in integrating
and mobilizing diverse, large-scale

“Enhanced & integrated research
infrastructure capacity in EU, enabling

holistic research & innovation delivering _EOliCY & EU Research research infrastructures services.”
to EU & global policy goals.” decision-makers Infrastructures

- - = - “Greater awareness of and access to
“Awareness of & access to integrated — e—

Europe’s rich landscape of research

Industrial AOUARIUS Civil & wider infrf’;\structure services and their
communities Q societal value

and SMEs

research infrastructure services &
innovations enabling more sustainable

operations” society

Research scientists
and academia

“Awareness of & access to diverse EU RI services,
technical training, data management skills and new
scientific knowledge.” 53
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AQUARIUS

Are you a scientist working in marine or freshwater research?

Are you an early career scientist and interested in training or internships?

Apply to our transnational access funding calls!

get in touch: hello@aquarius.eu
stay informed & subscribe to our newsletter [=]};i<[=]
follow us on LinkedIn P

16


mailto:hello@aquarius.eu
https://www.linkedin.com/company/aquarius-ri/
https://aquarius-ri.eu/

VISIT et N N FOLLOW US
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AQUARIUS

Integrating Research Infrastructures — Connecting Scientists — Enabling Transnational Access
For healthy and sustainable marine and freshwater ecosystems

Funded by r:’_”j  cl T H N K Y
the European Union = A

AQUARIUS has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon Europe Framework Programme

for Research and Innovation under grant agreement No 101130915. Views and opinions expressed are

however those of the author(s) only and do not necessarily reflect those of the European Union or European
Research Executive Agency. Neither the European Union nor the granting authority can be held responsible for them.



https://aquarius-ri.eu/
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https://twitter.com/AquariusRii
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https://www.instagram.com/aquarius__ri/
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